THE  REBUILDING   OF  LONDON

may be excused for considering suburban craftsmen as un-
important in comparison with such big game. In the hunt for
them it was untiring. By the first charter of Charles I those
living within ten miles of the city were compelled to take up
their freedom if they wished to trade in the port: 'all they
who are, or hereafter shall be sons of freemen of the city, or
; . . apprentices, or servants of freemen [thereof,] and . . .
reside, or inhabit in the same city, or the liberties of the same,
or within ten miles distant from any part of the same, and do,
or shall use merchandise, and who do, or shall refuse, or delay
to become freemen of the said city, shall not be permitted at
any time henceforth, by themselves or by others, directly or
indirectly, to transport any goods, wares, or merchandises,
by way of merchandising in any way, from the port of our city
of London, to parts foreign, or beyond the seas.* To make the
provision stronger, the officials of the various companies trading
overseas were commanded to refuse participation to those who
were not free of the city, whilst the merchant-freemen were
forbidden to take apprentices within the ten mile area unless
for seven years and according to the custom of the city.

The period of the Commonwealth brought no changes in
the City's policy towards this class.1 They constituted a
problem, vital to the inherited concepts of London, which no
change in the government of the state was likely to alter,
The Restoration, in fact, saw Charles being approached with
petitions whose phraseology may well have been copied from
those laid before his father and before Cromwell. With many
protestations of loyalty the reinstated urged, as the dispossessed3
would also have urged, that *such persons as Hveing in or near
[London] did by trade and traffique as Merchants acquire
unto themselves great estates & yet did wholly refuse or
neglect the freedom of the said Citty' might be compelled
to becpme freemen, and asked the King to insert *a ptwisoe to

1 Jor,> 41, ff, i4iv, 143, 2oov.
8 The city government was purged during the interregnum aad again at the
Bjestoratiotx, when some of those previously removed were reinstated*
46